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1. "The frontier district of Ladakh, the most mountainous north-eastern area of the
Kashmir State, is in unique Ju.taposition between India on one side and Central
Asia and Tibet on the other. The foreign trade of Ladakh is with Sinkiang aad
Tibet; the life of Ladakhis depends a great deal on this unique carrying trade
even though traders engaged in this trade are from either Hoshiarpur or Sinkisng.
For Ladskhis carry on independent trade only vith Tibet across Kashmir*s berder
¥itx the Changihang arsan of northwest Tibet,

2. “ladekh's trade with the Ceniral Asia was a most flouriuvhing intercomvse 111
sacently /T9M6 17, Some of the most preclous items of Pinkisug's fareign trads
came to [adakh on their way to India and other countries of the vorld, Carpets
aod zamdas, gold and silver ingots and silk yuras Jound their way out of Sinkiang
to world markets through Laiakk, ons of the cldest land routes out of Cent.sl. Asic.
over the Karakorum passss. Chexmen and Kham (superior and coarse kbhadder) and
cups and bangles of jade from Sipkiang constituted Ladakh's itews oF oxports to
Tibet. The recent political change in Sinkiang has hrought this importani trade
to & dead end except Zor its stray flow vy Yarkandi refugees. AnA most of the
Hoshiarpuri traders have either already lsft for their hoves or are sitting 1dle
in Leh in lack of bBusiness. Charss, which was once the chief and most valusble
item of this trade, slactennd long ago vith the spread of Russian infiuence in
Fastern Turkistan and stopped coupletely after World War 7T, )

3. "Ledakh?s trade relation with Tibet is as irportant axd old as Der cultiral and
political connection. The aggregste volume and value of Ladakh's trade with Tibet
hus beer flourishingly enormous heretofore in spite of the non-availabil iy of
regular statistics in this comnection. For in the Tibetan countyies even Lamas
and lamaseries engage themseives in trade., The Icbeheg Xission, Lhasa
ani privats traders from LadsXh «rd Mbet have alvays profitably carried om thi)
transaction for their countries. The following figures revesl how profitable
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hIC fet Ll bas been both for metters of trade ang g00dwill betweern Kashmir
&nd Titei, After 1946, only the rresent year has the bearings of normality
respecting adninigtration in La o Years 19147-’49 were a disturbed period owing
to the Baltd Tald in thege areas. Hence the non~avallability of trade statigtics
for the period, The raid however brought in a new set of traders ip the fileld
frow Indta, Lahulis, vho came here ag tr&nsporting agents for the Indian Army
wvhick came to the reseue of thig country, have now settled here ag Pernmanent
traders and seem to be taking the Place of the Hoshilarpuris,

"Kashuirtg chief itemg of export to Tibet, as revealeg Irorm the following figures,
are spricots, saffron, shawls and a few Yarkandi comodities, Tibettg require-
went of apricots is about 2,000 maunds arnually, which Kaghmir can conveniently
afford to send to Tibet, For Ladakh®s oun Production of apricota, from ocecupiled
Kargl) (exclugive of Skardo tehs1l) 15 about 2,500 msunds armally, As regards
saffron and shawls, Kaghmir can supply as meh ag needed by Titet, The present
sethack in Ladakhig trade with Sinkiang does not substantially digturd Kaghmirsg
trade with Tibet, For lot of fine khaddar goes to Tibet from Garhwal and Kumaun

border) whose main wearing apparel are from their indigencus wool, do not need
it from Ladakh. And People of Central Tibet no more 1ike the Yarkandi cups

and bangleg of Jade as the gtone used for these items these days 15 no longer
of hard and superior quality, Kaghmir can gell large size carpets and goods to
Tibet, whiech bought thege brevioualy #rom Yorkand vig Ladakh,

"Prircipal 80048 that Ladakh Luaports from Tivet, av revealed from the f~llowing
figures, consist of Chins brick-tes, wool, pushmina and lambaking » etce There

is a marked fall in tea imports dye te its non=suply fyom China, Ladakh?®s own
Supply of wool fram the Kargyanm, Pangong and Rupsau areag 1s only 1,000 maunds
annually, not enough even for local needs. This item of Ladakh's imports from
Tibet 1z very important for Kashmir®s Camous Wool Industry, fThe Karan Wool Mililg
Ltd,, 8rinagar, alone buys more than 3,000 maunds from Ladakh annually in normal
tloes, Kaghmir algo heeds quite o large quantity o the Tibatan laxbsking and
other furs for 1ts Aur industry, The import of TYvetar Khadbans (superior carpets)
Z8 meant for uge in the private houges and lemageries in » Besides, thig
18 also meant ror re-erport to Lahul ang Zaaskar,

"The Lobchag Mission which the Kashnir Government hag been gending to Tibet from

the ©14d days, every 3rd yesr, fer exchanging letiers ang Presents of goodwill

with the governmert in Lhass 1 due this year (1950). The eciprocal Tibetan

Missi-n « Lhaga Zhungihuang - hag alresdy visited Ladakh, The Lobechag Migsion .
1950 gherdd be availed of for getting for the government of Keghmir the foll.owing

daia, other than the exchange of goodwill messages, 80 essentia) under Present

Political trends in the Central Agian eouniries acrogs the borders of the Keshmir

&, Information hrearing on the strategic aspects of the Ladekh~Tibet (Changthang)
border in view of +he recent prolitical change in Chinege Turkestan; irforma-
“on on the repercursions Of the New China on Tibet; and information om
vresent political trends in Tidet, o

ba  Reporc on delibarations by the proposed Lobchag Mission with the Jovernment

r}-

"The fTolirring reraoniel for the Inbchag-2950 1 Suggested for the conaideration
of the gui.vumenty .

Membure

T fono Theetan Phuntsog - Leader
Irofessor R, X, Rahul - adviger
Ewajda Abdul Hsque = Treder
Fono Kalan Rigzin Ramgyal - Trader
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Servants
Cook
Bearers

The. duration of the Proposed mission i1s planned to be 8ix months. The miggion

if approved by the government should leave Leh in.the first week of October 1950
at the latest 80 a8 to coincide with the Logar ~ the Tibetan Kew Year - when
people from different cornsrs of Tibet congregate in Lhaga for the anmial festival
and darshan of thée Dalad Lama, the temporal and spiritual head of Tibet.

"Previous practice concerrdng the Lobchag Mission used to be the granting of a
loan of Re. 10,000/ to & local treder who undertock to be an emigeary for the
letters and presents of the Governmert of Kaghmir tu the Government of Tibet,
¥nile in Tibet, this trader concerned himself only with private trade transaction;
he was not permitted to have any discussion vhatsoever with the Tibetan government
for and on behalf of Kashmir government, This. year 1t ig essential, under the
Political situation along the northern borders of Xaghmir, that the Migsion
Lobcheg 18 gent to Pibet on government level. Hence the need for change in the
original nature and composition of the Lobchag Mission for the year 1950, The
two traders for this year, however, should jointly meet (as in the past) the
expenses of the Mission. But they should no more be bearers of the letters and
Presents of tre Xaghmir Government to the Govermment of Tiket., This latter task
should be assigned, this year as well es in future, to the leader of the nigeion,
The non-government member in the capacity of adviser to the Mission should be
Temunerated for his servizes to the government. an horwrariun of Rs. 1,200/

15 suggested, inclusive of all other privileges exjoyed by‘ meobers of such missionsy
" LADAKH (KASRMIR) - TIBET TRADE
1946 - EXPORTS
S. No, Items of Buport
and Agenciss quantity ~ Rate _Amount ,
Is Apriootss
1. Lobahak Kission 100 m&s n:, “8 por m}. Rs. u,ooo_/s
W Dol ma X0 e g:gggk
II.  Saffron/Eastmir: .
1. Lobchak Kission 406 tolas Bs. 2/8 = per Rs, 1,000/
2+ Lhasa Zhungtuongz @a
T,  ghewis/Keshmirs
‘le: Lobohak Mission 20 pieces Bs. 100/wper  Rs. 2,000/®
2, Lhasa Mgth-ongi Blece
Ve Misc.s (Yerkendi oups Bs,12,880/m
and bangles of Jdade,
w3 Bamdna, stos)
| Grand Total: Re.35,680/
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1946 - IMPORTS ‘

Items of Import
8. No. and Agencies Quantity Rate Amount

I. Brick Tea:
1. Lobchak Mission )
2. Lhaes Zhungthsong) 100 voxes Rs. 6/= per Rs. 38,400/-
brick
II. Wool:
1. Lobchak Mission )
2. Lhasa Zhungthsong) 80 mds. Rs.100/= per md. Rs. 8,000/~
3. Local Traders ) 4920 mds. n " " BRs.t,92,000/«
I7T. Pushmina:
Local Traders 2,000mds . Rs.120/zper md. Rs.2,40,000/-
Iv. Tosa Pushmina:
Local Traders 2 mds. R#.200/sper seer Rs. 16,000/:

V. Titetan Khabdans:

1. Lobchak Mission ) 20 pieces Rs. 100 per Rs. 2,000/=
2. Lhasa Zhungthsong) plece

| VI. Misgc:
a) China Silk) All 19 pleces Rs. 30/= per yd. Rs. 1z,000/s
b) Musk ) three Rs. 60C/=
¢) Lamb ) Agencies Re. 1,000/=

Grand Total: Rs. 8,100,000/« n

- end -
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